
 

 

Bergland Township Budget Hearing Minutes 

March 20, 2025, 6:00 pm 

Bergland Township Hall, 101 Pine St, Bergland 

 

Present: Jack Otlewis, Supervisor; Christy Franklin, Clerk; Shawna Lundwall, Treasurer; Jerald Wuorenmaa, 

Trustee. Absent: John Berglund, Trustee. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was performed. 

Otlewis opened the budget hearing at 6:00 pm. 

Public comments were received, and discussion ensued among board members and with members of the 

public. 

Otlewis closed the budget hearing at 6:25 pm. 



 

 

Bergland Township Board Meeting Minutes 

March 20, 2025, 6:30 pm 

Bergland Township Hall, 101 Pine St, Bergland 

 

• Pledge of Allegiance 

o The Pledge of Allegiance was performed. 

• Call the meeting to order 

o Supervisor Jack Otlewis called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 

• Roll Call 

o Present: Shawna Lundwall, Treasurer; Christy Franklin, Clerk; Jerald Wuorenmaa, Trustee; Jack 

Otlewis, Supervisor. 

o Absent: John Berglund, Trustee. 

• Public Comment 

o Attendees offered comments. 

• Treasurer’s Report 

o Lundwall presented the Treasurer’s Report, including some changes to accounts. She introduced 

Brittney Cummins, new Deputy Treasurer. Otlewis moved to present the Treasurer’s report, 

supported by Christy Franklin. All in favor; motion carried. 

• Supervisor’s Report 

o Otlewis presented a report focusing on the sanitary sewer system. 

• Utilities Supervisor’s Report 

o Utilities Supervisor was not present. 

• Zoning Administrator’s Report 

o Zoning Administrator was not present. 

• Planning Commission’s Report 

o Erik Lundwall, Planning Commissioner, and Wuorenmaa provided updates from the Planning 

Commission regarding the Recreation Plan, proposed Capital Improvements Plan, proposed 

Master Plan, and campground. A Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for May 20 at 6:30 

to consider any comments submitted on the Master Plan. Wuorenmaa encouraged board 

members and the public to review the document. 

• Fire Chief’s Report 

o Fire Chief was not present. Franklin mentioned free smoke alarms are available to residents. 

• Approval of March 20, 2025, Agenda 

o Wuorenmaa moved to approve the agenda with amendments to add budget adoption and to 

move Ryan above Mary Beth Defazio under New Business. Franklin supported. All in favor; 

motion carried. 



 

 

• Approval of the minutes of the board meeting held on February 20, 2025 

o Wuorenmaa moved to approve the minutes with an amendment to add in acceptance of the 

Treasurer’s Report, if that occurred at the meeting, supported by Franklin. All in favor; motion 

carried. 

• Warrant Approval / Tax Warrant Approval 

o Wuorenmaa moved to approve the warrants, supported by Franklin. Roll call vote: 

Wuorenmaa, Franklin, Lundwall, Otlewis – yes. Motion carried. 

o Franklin moved to approve the tax warrants, supported by Wuorenmaa. Roll call vote: 

Lundwall, Otlewis, Franklin, Wuorenmaa – yes. Motion carried. 

 

New Business 
 

• Ryan from the Ontonagon County Road Commission (OCRC) 

Ryan DeHut addressed the Board regarding plans for road repairs in Bergland (utilizing millage funds). 

DeHut would coordinate with Otlewis for a site visit, including township staff if needed, to assess the 

infrastructure. An engineer would also be brought in and core sampling performed. Wuorenmaa 

proposed a field trip public meeting for any interested board members and planning commissioners to 

view potential project areas. This was noted for future discussion. Lundwall presented a letter that the 

Township Board had authorized to be sent to OCRC in 2024, identifying Ash, Center, and Pine streets as 

priorities for repair, which Ryan said he had never received. Since then the Planning Commission had 

found that Center St resurfacing would have many conflicts with underground systems. The consensus 

was to not officially provide the letter at this time, pending further assessment of the infrastructure to 

determine whether those streets were still appropriate. 

• Mary Beth Defazio blight dispute 

Mary Beth Defazio addressed the Board regarding a court-ordered tax assessment on a parcel she had 

purchased related to previous blight cleanup. She believed the tax had been assessed to the incorrect 

parcel and requested that the Township remove it from the roll, along with any fees and penalties. 

Prolonged discussion occurred involving board members and Township Attorney James Bucknell.  

Bucknell proposed a conditional motion as follows: If Ontonagon County can confirm that the lien had 

been discharged and dismissed, the lien would be taken off the tax rolls. If Ontonagon County can’t 

confirm that it had been dismissed, it could be argued about again in the future. Otlewis made a motion 

to this effect; the motion was not supported.  

Wuorenmaa moved to direct or request the Township Treasurer to obtain confirming documentation 

from Ontonagon County on its findings on the parcels and to request a brief writeup and 

recommendation on the situation from Bucknell. The motion was supported by Franklin. Roll call vote: 

Lundwall, Franklin, Wuorenmaa – yes; Otlewis – no. Motion carried. 

Wuorenmaa moved to schedule a special meeting for March 24 at 6:00 pm to reconsider the matter 

after the additional documentation was received, but the motion was abandoned after board members 

and Defazio agreed to wait until the April meeting to reconsider. 

• Bergland School – for reason of timing the discussion was moved up from its approved position on the 
agenda 

Dennis Blankenship, owner of the school, gave an overview of his efforts toward redevelopment of the 
property, and discussion ensued with board members. Blankenship would appreciate further involvement 
of the Township. It was agreed that Wuorenmaa, Otlewis, and potentially John Berglund, Trustee, would 
explore additional funding opportunities for redevelopment. 



 

 

• Change of boundaries of building lines on Lake front properties 

Otlewis stated he would like the setbacks to be reduced on lakefront properties. Wendy offered that this 
could be discussed at the Zoning Ordinance Workshop that the Planning Commission has scheduled for 
4:30 pm on April 15. 

• Campground rates reconsideration 

Board members discussed campground rate increases that had been approved at the February meeting, 
since several traditional seasonal campers had complained afterward. The official original 
recommendation of the Planning Commission made at its February 18 meeting had been $500, but a 
$550 rate was approved by the Board at its February 20 meeting. Wuorenmaa moved to reduce the 
monthly rate to $500, supported by Franklin. Roll call vote: Franklin, Wuorenmaa – yes; Lundwall, 
Otlewis – no. Motion failed. 

• Park and hall rental rates 

Board members discussed park pavilion and kitchen and Township Hall rental rates proposed by Franklin: 

Meriweather Park / Township Park pavilion: $25 rental fee + $25 cleaning deposition refundable upon 
inspection; Park Kitchen: $100 rental fee + $100 cleaning deposit refundable upon inspection; Township 
Hall $50 rental fee + $25 cleaning deposit refundable upon inspection. 

Wuorenmaa moved to accept the property use rental fees as presented with the exclusion of Township 
Hall fees, supported by Otlewis. All in favor; motion carried. 

• Approval of cancelation / refund policy for the campground 

Wuorenmaa explained a proposed cancelation/refund policy recommended by the Planning Commission: 

Cancelation of daily reservations 

Customer forfeits $10 flat fee for all cancelations in addition to first night's fee if canceled less than 48 

hours before reservation starts. If site is not canceled, it remains open for the registered guest until the 

end of the paid first night (that is, until check-out time the following day). No refund for no-shows or for 

people who cancel after the reservation has started. 

Cancelation of monthly (including multi-month) reservations 

Customer forfeits $10 flat fee for all cancelations in addition to 25% of full amount paid if canceled less 

than 7 days before reservation starts. 

Wuorenmaa moved to approve the cancelation fees as presented for all township facility reservations, 

supported by Franklin. All in favor; motion carried. 

• Water and sewer rates discussion 

Franklin presented a proposed late-fee policy that had been presented at a previous meeting but 
apparently never acted upon; she asked board members to review it so it could be reconsidered at the 
April meeting. 

Otlewis proposed an increase to the Bergland sewer rate in an effort to move it closer to the 
Merriweather rate, and broader discussion ensued among board members about water and sewer rates. 
No action was taken. Wuorenmaa requested options to be presented in writing for consideration at the 
April meeting, agreed to by Otlewis. 

• Cyber policy rates 
Lundwall explained why the Township may want to consider a cyber insurance policy. Discussion ensued. 
No action was taken. 

 



 

 

• Job description and policy workshop 

After discussion about date options, Wuorenmaa moved to schedule a township policies review 
workshop for April 29 at 6:00 pm, supported by Franklin. All in favor; motion carried. 

• Contract for attorney 

Bucknell had provided a contractor for legal services for the Board to consider. This was tabled by 
consensus for review and consideration at the April meeting. 

• Spring cleanup 

Board members discussed options for a spring cleanup for township residents to drop off junk on May 10 
& 11. Wuorenmaa moved to request the Township Clerk to look into details for how this could be 
accomplished in a cost-effective and responsible way, supported by Lundwall. All in favor; motion 
carried. 

• Transient rental and building permits 

Board members discussed potential changes to these fees. Consensus was to defer for future discussion. 

• Street numbers and fire numbers 

Board members discussed where the responsibility lies for replacement of street and fire numbers that 

are destroyed, stolen, etc. Franklin would write up options for a policy to be taken up at the next meeting. 

• Confined space conversation with Crane Engineering  

Franklin and Otlewis provided some information on confined space activities and possible equipment 
needed. Otlewis felt no action was needed; no action was taken. 

 

Old Business 
 

• Forest Service Property 

Wuorenmaa reminded the Board of the resolution the board had adopted when it expressed interest in 

acquiring the property from Ewen-Trout Creek School District and proposed a future public meeting to 

take input on its use. This could be considered after transfer occurs. 

• Finntown Update 

No update 

• FY2025-26 Budget Adoption 

Wuorenmaa proposed to remove the Forest Service property expense from the version of the proposed 

General Fund budget that had been available for public inspection and provided to board members prior 

to the meeting. Otlewis proposed several other reductions to eliminate the $42,000 deficit from the 

budget. After lengthy discussion, during which Franklin left the room, Lundwall moved to adopt the 

budget as originally proposed, supported by Wuorenmaa. Bucknell indicated that three yes votes would 

be required within the quorum of three present in order to adopt the budget. Roll call vote: Lundwall, 

Wuorenmaa – yes; Otlewis – no. Motion failed. 

Lundwall moved to close the meeting, supported by Otlewis. Otlewis declared the meeting adjourned at 

10:23 pm. 


