
Bergland Township Board 
Regular Meeting 

April 17, 2025, 6:30 pm 

Bergland Township Hall, 101 Pine St, Bergland 

Minutes 

• Pledge of Allegiance 

• Call meeting to order 

Jack Otlewis, Supervisor, called the meeting to order at 6:30. 

• Roll call 
Present: Jack Otlewis, Supervisor; Jerald Wuorenmaa, Trustee; John Berglund, Trustee 
Absent: Christy Franklin, Clerk; Shawna Lundwall, Treasurer 

• Public comments 

• Approval of agenda 

Wuorenmaa proposed adding an item to discuss a grant opportunity he had informed board members 
about. Berglund moved to approve the agenda with this amendment, supported by Wuorenmaa. All in 
favor; motion carried. 

• Approval of previous minutes (March 31, 2025) 

Wuorenmaa moved to approve the minutes, supported by Berglund. All in favor; motion carried. 

• Approval of warrants and tax warrants 

No warrants were available to be approved. 

• Reports 

• Treasurer: Not present 

• Planning Commission: Wendy Savola, Chair, provided a report. 

• Utility Superintendent: Not present 

• Building Inspector / Zoning Administrator: Not present 

• Fire Chief: Not present 

• Supervisor: Otlewis provided a report. 

• New or continued business 

• Mary Beth Defazio blight charge: Subsequent to the March 17 Board meeting, the Ontonagon 
County Treasurer had provided additional information pertaining to the blight charge. Berglund 
moved to remove the blight tax assessment from Mary Beth Defazio’s property with parcel ID 
#6601 006 103 15, supported by Wuorenmaa. All in favor; motion carried. 

• Change building side setbacks for lake property: Otlewis and Savola discussed the prospect of 
reducing side setbacks on lakefront properties. Otlewis said he planned to discuss further with 
Zoning Administrator Tauer. 



• Park host: Otlewis explained the possibility of having the Utility Superintendent function as 
campground host in addition to his other duties. There was discussion about how this would 
impact his pay including possible overtime. No decision was made. 

• Remote deposit scanner and receipt books: These were purchase authorizations requested by 
the Treasurer. The Treasurer was not present to explain, so no action was taken. 

• Capital Improvement Plan: Wuorenmaa explained that the Planning Commission had approved 
the recommended Capital Improvement Plan at its March 15 meeting, but it had not been 
considered by the Board at its March 17 meeting. Wuorenmaa moved to adopt the 2025-2030 
Capital Improvement Plan, supported by Berglund. All in favor; motion carried. 

• Christy Franklin resignation: The Clerk had presented her resignation “effective immediately” on 
March 27. Board members discussed the importance of continuing to fulfill the clerk’s duties until 
a new clerk could be appointed. Attorney James Bucknell proposed accepting the Clerk’s 
resignation effective on a future date to allow time for the position to be posted. Berglund 
moved to accept Christy’s resignation effective May 16, supported by Wuorenmaa. Roll call 
vote: Wuorenmaa, Otlewis, Berglund - yes. Motion carried. 

• Grant discussion: Wuorenmaa explained the MEDC Water Related Infrastructure grant and a 
discussion he’d had with Coleman Engineering staff about it. Coleman would like to discuss 
further following a webinar about the grant opportunity that is scheduled for April 30.  

• Old business 

• Spring cleanup: No action taken 

• Confined space: No action taken 

• Street signs - fire numbers: No action taken 

• Attorney contract: Bucknell had presented a 12-month contract for legal services with an $850/
month fee. Wuorenmaa favored a month-to-month basis. Berglund moved to approve the 
contract as presented, supported by Otlewis. Roll call vote: Berglund, Otlewis - yes. 
Wuorenmaa - no. Motion carried. 

• Adjournment 

Wuorenmaa moved to adjourn the meeting, supported by Berglund. All in favor; motion carried. 


