Bergland Township Board Meeting

Bergland Fire Hall
June 18, 2025 at 6:30pm

Meeting called to order by Jack Otlewis at 6:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Jack Otlewis.

Roll Call: Shawna Lundwall, Treasurer; John Berglund, Trustee; Jack Otlewis, Supervisor; Bobbi Jo
Ferguson, Deputy Clerk; Jerald Wuorenmaa, Trustee; and James Bucknell, Attorney. Absent: Lori
Schmidt, Clerk.

Public Comment: Public Comment open at 6:31 pm. Tobi Ellsworth noted how the beach is looking nice.
The life preserver needs to be available and will be placed there. Public Comment closed at 6:34 pm.

Agenda Approval: Jerry Wuorenmaa made a motion to approve the agenda. John Berglund seconded
the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Shawna Lundwall discussed the summer tax status. They will be available 7/01/2025
and the ability to pay this online will be made available.

Planning Commission: Jerry Wuorenmaa discussed that there was a meeting that occurred on Tuesday
for the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission does not support the setbacks. There is a
question regarding the blight notices and the painting of the fire hydrants. The third meeting for the
Planning Commission to meet to Master Plan is scheduled for 7/15/2025.

Utilities Superintendent: Absent.
Zoning Administrator: Absent.

Fire Chief: John Berglund provided an update that the BVFD had three call outs. Discussion of the
insurance check pertaining to the John Trolla fire. Shawna Lundwall provided an update. This check was
issued for the Bergland Township General Fund. This was if there was required clean up necessary for
the Township. There was no action needed. Therefore, a check will be issued to John Trolla.

Supervisor’s Report:
Jack Otlewis provided an update that the beach project is approximately 90% complete. The dock is
almost complete.

Side setbacks on lakefront lots were discussed. Supervisor did inquire into the reason for the Planning
Commission not agree with a reduction of the setbacks. Discussion was held regarding the legal process
for the review of the ordinance for setbacks. Jerry Wuorenmaa discussed that it has been five years
since the last zoning amendments were complete. A completely new zoning ordinance is under
development and set to be completed by the end of the year. The Supervisor would like to see the
setbacks changed to allow for further development in order to increase the Township revenues. Jerry
Wuorenmaa noted that Roman Tauer should bring this forth to the Planning Commission. Supervisor
suggested that this move to a public meeting and hearing because setbacks should be uniform around
the lake. The same as Marenisco Township. James Bucknell provide input regarding the legal process.



Special Meeting Minutes from June 3, 2025: Jerry Wuorenmaa made a motion to approve the Special
Meeting Minutes. John Berglund seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

Warrants: There are no warrants to review. Reports will be provided at the next meeting.

New/Continued Business:

A.

5 Year Master Plan: Jerry Wuorenmaa discussed the new Master Plan and the zoning
ordinances. The Planning Commission recommends adoption of the new Master Plan by the
board. Jerry Wuorenma made a motion to adopt the Bergland Township Master Plan. John
Berglund seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.

Assessments: Thomas James submitted three letters to the Board regarding assessments.
Jack Otlewis stated that there will be a meeting with Ontonagon County to discuss. No
further discussion is necessary at this time.

Change Building & Setbacks for Lake Property: Jack Otlewis will discuss with Roman Tauer
and provide the Planning Commission the text that is needed for the zoning ordinance. The
Planning Commission will then review, and the zoning ordinance will move to a public
meeting. John Berglund made a motion to look at the setbacks and begin to amend the
ordinance on the lake front district. Shawna Lundwall seconded the motion. All in favor,
motion carried.

Finn Town Update: Discussion was held that on 6/10/2025 there was a meeting to discuss
the new survey. Would Bergland Township be willing to absorb sone of the costs of the new
survey. Jerry Wuorenmaa requested a written request for what taxpayers were seeking from
the board in regarding to assisting with funding. This will be adjourned until the next
meeting.

Fire Truck Maintenance: Replacement of the pump is needed. Quotes will be sought for
this.

Banking and On-Line Payments: Shawna Lundwall discussed that Lori Schmidt, Brittany
Cummings and Bobbi Jo Ferguson will need to be added to the bank accounts. The Gogebic
Range Bank and First National Bank accounts will close and an account with Flagstar Bank
will be opened. Shawna Lundwall is looking at the ability to receive EFT’s. This will be
discussed at the August meeting. The summer taxes will be sent out and the ability to pay
this online will occur on July 1st. A motion to add the four assigners (Shawna Lundwall, Lori
Schmidt, Brittany Cummings and Bobbi Jo Ferguson), to close the Gogebic Range Bank and
First National Bank accounts and to move to Flagstar Bank was made by Jerry Wuorenmaa.
A second was made by John Berglund. All in favor, motion carried.

New Cemetery Lawn Mower: Dave Niemi researched different lawn mowers to purchase for
the cemetery. There are sufficient funds in the account for the purchase. John Berglund
made a motion to approve the purchase of the Husgvarna lawn tractor which was quoted by
Ofstad Inc. in Hurley for $2899.00. Jerry Wuorenmaa seconded the motion. All in favor,
motion carried. Jerry Wuorenmaa commended Dave Niemi for the thorough research that
was completed for the replacement and purchase of the equipment.

Township Office Coverage: Jack Otlewis discussed that there will be discussion by the Clerk
and Treasurer to coordinate set times for office coverage.



Old Business:

A.

Blight: Attorney Bucknell discussed that he was unable to locate the Bergland Township
ordinance for blight. Loraine Fruik stated that she has a copy of the ordinance and will
provide a copy to Jack Otlewis.

Speed Limit on M28: John Berglund discussed researching the reduction of the speed limit
by The Timbers Resort.

Confined Space: Quotes will be received for the confined space.
Fire Rings for the Campground: Jack Otlewis will continue to research.

Park Update: Jerry Wuorenmaa provided an update regarding the online reservation system
for the park. He noted that it is going well. Jerry Wuorenmaa will work with Shawna
Lundwell to ensure coverage. Discussion was held regarding the chain on the driveway at
the campground. The chain was put in place due to the public utilizing the dumpsters. The
chain was intended to be a deterrent. Shawna Lundwall requested the removal of the chain.
Jack Otlewis stated that the chain will be removed.

Other: Jerry Wuorenmaa did note that there is a electronic waste disposal occurring in
Ontonagon on 7/18 for those that are interested.

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn was made by at 7:44 Jerry Wuorenmaa. A second was made by John
Berglund. All in favor, motion carried.



